
"Jesus Died…but God" 

Acts 13:30 

 

I. Introduction 
A. The two most important words are "but God" 

1. Two simple words, but when combined, they form a powerful truth 
2. They point us to the great interrupter, the one who can powerfully and graciously 

interrupt our lives with His plans and change our lives forever 
3. This phrase is found forty-five times in the Bible, and it is always followed by radical 

change 
B. The resurrection of Christ is the ultimate "but God" moment in history 

1. If God can do that, then He can do anything 
2. "But God raised Him from the dead" (Acts 13:30) 

II. God has a message for you 
A. God has spoken to mankind throughout all of history 

1. He spoke through creation 
2. Psalm 19:1 

B. God has spoken generally, but He has also spoken specifically  
1. He sent prophets to proclaim His messages 
2. Hebrews 1:1 
3. This shows God's interest in His creation 

C. As human beings, we are naturally in a box—the confines of time and space 
1. Outside that box of humanity is the supernatural realm 
2. Religion is man's attempt to escape the natural and reach the supernatural  

D. We cannot transcend our own existence—someone outside the box must reach into 
our box, and that's what God did: 
1. He spoke from a burning bush to Moses 
2. He spoke in a lightning storm at Mount Sinai 
3. He spoke in a still, small voice to the prophet Elijah 
4. He spoke His truth, values, and desires for His people through the prophets 

E. Why did God speak? Because God loves people 
1. He doesn't want people living on earth without purpose and without hope 
2. God spoke especially when His people messed up 

F. God has a message that will speak to your mess 
1. God wants to speak to you because He loves you—He has a message of love for 

you 
2. "God loves each of us as if there were only one of us to love" —Augustine 

III. God sent a messenger to us 
A. God's ultimate message to humanity is not a sermon, prophecy, set of instructions, or 

law—it's a person 
1. God's ultimate message to humanity is in the person of Jesus Christ 



2. All of the messages in the Old Testament and all the prophets who spoke God's 
truth were pointing toward a messenger the Jews called Messiah—Jesus 

3. Messiah means someone specifically prepared and selected by God to save the world 
B. God spoke through the ages, but His final message before judgment is His hand of love 

extended to humanity 
1. The Old Testament was God's story that unfolded gradually and progressively 
2. All of those messages were incomplete until the messenger came 

C. Mankind is trapped in a natural box within the walls of time and space 
1. We cannot get out of our box and connect with the supernatural  
2. God sent His Son to crawl inside the box—God became a man and came to earth 

to show us His truth 
a. This is the difference between Christianity and every other world religion 
b. Religion is man's attempt to discover God; Christianity is God bursting into our 

world, crawling inside our box 
c. When Jesus came, He showed people what God is like; when God came down 

to our level, the relationship changed 
3. Christianity is not a creed, ritual, or institution; Christianity is knowing Christ 

personally 
IV. God knows the mischief in us 

A. God's messenger, the Messiah, was innocent—He lived a perfect life 
1. The very people He was sent to save executed Him—condemned Him as a criminal  
2. People didn't want to hear God's message, and people didn't want God's messenger, 

so they killed Him 
3. The light of truth came into this world, and the very hands that God created put 

Jesus on the cross 
B. If there's one thing this world consistently gets wrong, it's the identity of Jesus Christ 

1. There are so many ideas out there as to who Jesus Christ is 
2. The Gospels are filled with various ideas and concepts of who Jesus was 

a. Matthew 16:14 
b. Luke 23:2  
c. John 6:14-15 
d. John 7:12 
e. John 10:20 

C. Who is Jesus to you? 
1. What have you done personally with Jesus Christ?  
2. The best thing to be a fanatic about is the living God who can change lives 

V. Conclusion 
A. God works a marvel despite us 
B. "But God raised Him from the dead" 

1. Jesus was put on the cross and left for dead, but God raised Him up 
2. They put Him in a tomb, but God got Him out 
3. They walked away and thought it was all over, but God made sure it was just the 

beginning 



C. Those two little words of hope can be part of your story 
1. Ephesians 2:5 
2. Apart from Christ, people are spiritual zombies—they're dead, and they don't even 

know they're dead 
3. God, in His mercy and in His love for us, gave us life when He raised Christ from 

the dead  
D. If God can raise a corpse from the dead, He can change your life 

1. The world says no, but God says yes 
2. The world says can't, but God says can 
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