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SERIES: Technicolor Joy 

MESSAGE: Living on Earth; Longing for Heaven 
SPEAKER: Skip Heitzig 

SCRIPTURE: Philippians 1:22-26 
 

 
 
MESSAGE SUMMARY 
Knowing what Paul knew about heaven made him think very differently about earth. As Thomas 
Watson said, "Spiritual things satisfy; the more of heaven is in us, the less earth will content us." It's like a kid 
eating his vegetables while eyeing the chocolate cake promised after the meal (the salad becomes a 
means to an end). Jesus taught us to pray, "Thy kingdom come," indicating we should be longing for 
heaven. So how do we effectively live on earth with heaven ahead? 
 
DETAILED NOTES 

I. Introduction 
A. We live between two worlds 

1. We are earth-born but heaven-bound 
2. We experience the tension of living in between 

B. Paul saw his prison as an opportunity 
1. He saw his release as an opportunity to continue sharing the gospel 
2. He also saw that heaven was so much better 

C. We are the same way 
1. Jesus instructed us to stay busy until He comes back (see Luke 19:13) 
2. But we also long for His return (see Revelation 22:20) 

D. Many people don't believe there is anything beyond life on this earth, but we know 
better 

II. Wrestling with a Predicament (vv. 22-26) 
A. Paul knew that God was going to do what He wanted to do 

1. The problem was that Paul didn't know what that was 
2. Gnórizó = I make known, declare, know 
3. Paul wanted what God wanted 

B. When our life gets confining, that is when we struggle 
1. The lack of options increases our burden 
2. We have to be careful because our choices become critical 
3. Are we after God's glory or our comfort? 

C. If all you want is your comfort, you can fall prey to two extremes 
1. Materialism 

a. Make it all about your pleasure 
b. Live the most comfortable life until you die 

2. Fatalism 
a. Want to die and get life over with 
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b. Tempted with thoughts of suicide 
III. Wanting to "Push-Off" (v. 23) 

A. It Will Be a Departure 
1. Analuó = I unloose (for departure), depart, return 
2. This word was used by three different people groups in antiquity 

a. Sailors 
I. Used when they would unloose the moorings from the dock 

when they were ready to sail from one port to the next 
II. 2 Timothy 4:6 

b. Soldiers 
I. Used when they would break up camp and move from one 

campsite to another 
II. We are just camping out in this life 
III. A camping tent is a good description of our physical body 

I. It gets old 
II. It wears out 
III. 2 Corinthians 5:1 

IV. We are so preoccupied with our tents 
c. Farmers 

I. Used when the yoke was lifted from the work animal at the end 
of the day 

II. Jesus used this analogy to encourage us to allow Him to rule our 
lives (see Matthew 11:29) 

III. When our yoke is removed, we get to enter the kingdom of God 
(see Matthew 25:21, 23) 

B. It Will Be an Encounter 
1. It is not the departure that makes the death of a believer sweet; it is the arrival 
2. Heaven is not about what's there; it's about who's there 

a. Family and friends 
b. The intimate, face-to-face encounter with Jesus 
c. Heaven's main attraction is God, not stuff (see John 14:3; 2 Corinthians 

5:8; 1 Thessalonians 4:17) 
C. It Will Be Much Better 

1. Philippians 1:21 
2. We will look and feel much better 
3. Paul saw heaven for a moment and it was too much for him to even explain (see 

2 Corinthians 12:1-4) 
IV. Willing to Persist (v. 24) 

A. The mark of a spiritual person is putting their own desires on pause for the needs of 
others (see Philippians 2:3-4) 

B. For Fruitful Service 
1. Paul used his every breath for their betterment 
2. Fruit 

a. Winning people to Christ (see Romans 1:13) 
b. Holy living (see Romans 6:22) 
c. Giving (see Romans 15:26) 
d. Good works (see Colossians 1:10) 



 
<message title – scripture reference> | SkipHeitzig.com/XXXX 

Page | 3 

e. Praise (see Hebrews 13:15) 
3. Fruitfulness ends when you die 

a. You cannot be fruitful in heaven 
b. We will be rewarded for our fruitfulness when we get to heaven 

C. For Needful Progress 
1. If Paul would have moved to heaven at that point in his life, his hassles would 

have been done with, but so would have his effectiveness 
2. You are on your way to heaven; until you get there, do something 
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Works referenced: Between Two Worlds, "I'll Fly Away" 
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Cross references: Matthew 11:29; 25:21, 23; Luke 19:13; John 14:3; Romans 1:13; 6:22; 15:26; 2 
Corinthians 5:1, 8; 12:1-4; Philippians 1:21; 2:3-4; Colossians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 4:17; 2 Timothy 4:6; 
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